A HISTORY OF POLAND
were these: to preserve unaltered and at any cost those
fatal features of the Polish Constitution which the
Czartoryskis and all the most public-spirited men in
Poland were endeavouring heart and soul to abolish;
namely, the Liberum veto, and the elective system of
monarchy. In ignorance of this treaty, and utterly
unconscious of the perfidy already planned by Catherine
and Frederick, the Czartoryskis supported the cause of
Stanislaw. Among the other candidates for the throne
was Xavier, the Elector of Saxony, son of Augustus EL,
who had a strong following among the Polish nobles,
and was also supported by Austria.
Meanwhile die Empress Maria Theresa of Austria,
moved partly by jealousy of Catherine and fear of
Russian influence in Poland; , partly by her family's
traditional friendship with the house of Saxony; and
partly, it must be admitted, by honest scruples and
sympathies in regard to the Poles, had intervened. In
a spirited manifesto she declared her resolution to
maintain all the rights, prerogatives, and possessions of
the Poles, particularly their privilege of appointing
a sovereign by a free and voluntary election. This
declaration was supported by France, in equally un-
compromising terms, and the two Powers, who were
then in alliance, threatened to secure the nomination of
the Saxon prince by force of arms.
Catherine and Frederick retaliated by issuing a pro-
clamation exhorting the Poles to elect none but a native
for their king; and in this appeal, or rather command,
were supported by Turkey. The result of the election,
under the conditions of corruption and coercion effected
by Russia, was never really in doubt. Catherine ex-
pended money lavishly in support of her favourite ; and
as an extra precaution, 15,000 Russians and as many
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